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1. Topic
GUIDE: State your precise research topic in one or two sentences. Be specific about the country, policy, time period, or actors involved.
Click here and type your text.
Keywords: [keyword one; keyword two; keyword three; keyword four]
Citation / credibility note: This box is intentionally editable. If this paper is later published by another journal, replace the program name, issue number, and DOI fields above with that journal's own information. Do not delete the Author, Editor, and Date fields — every academic paper must retain clear attribution.

STEM MUN Journal Template Guidelines
How to Use This Template
Welcome to the final step of Novara Political Research Program! This template exists so you can focus on your research and ideas instead of formatting. Read this page once before you start writing, then delete this page before final submission (keep the Cover Page and the paper itself).
1. Font & Formatting Rules (apply throughout)
•  Font: Times New Roman for all text, including headings, body, header, and footer.
•  Body text size: 12pt. Section headings: 13pt, bold, dark red (already set for you — just type over the placeholders).
•  Line spacing: 1.15 within paragraphs; justify body text (aligned on both left and right edges).
•  Page numbers appear automatically in the footer — do not type them manually.
•  Every bracket [like this] is a placeholder. Click it, select it, and type your own text to replace it, then delete any leftover guide text.
2. Structure of the Paper
•  Page 1: Cover Page (single column) — keep this in the final paper.
•  Page 2: This instructions page: DELETE before final submission.
•  Page 3 onward: The paper itself, in two columns, containing the 12 required parts in order.
•  Do not delete or reorder the 12 section headings. 
3. In-Text Citations & the Footer Citation List
•  Use APA style (Author, Year) for every claim, statistic, or idea that is not your own. For example. (Huntington, 1996).
•  At the bottom of every page that contains a citation, list the sources cited on that page in the footer citation box, in the same order they appear in the text.
•  Make each footer citation clickable: highlight the citation text in the footer, press Ctrl+K, and paste the source's DOI or URL link. A demonstration example is shown in the footer below.
•  This footer list is a quick-reference for editors and readers; it does NOT replace the full References List in Section 12, which must include every source in complete APA format.
4. Header
•  The header displays your paper's short title and the Novara Political Research Program name. Update the short title in the header to match your Cover Page title (use a short version, 6 words or fewer).
5. Before You Submit
•  Delete this instructions page in addition to the guides boxes.
•  Check that every bracketed placeholder has been replaced.
•  Leave the Cover Page fields (issue number, DOI, editor) for the program’s management board to complete.
•  Spell-check and read the paper entirely once, most clarity issues are caught this way.
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2. Introduction
GUIDE: 125–250 words, in 2–3 paragraphs. Follow the funnel approach and cover all four components in order: Background (introduce the topic) → Significance (why it matters) → Research Problem (the gap) → Transition to the Study (state your purpose).
Click here and type your text.
3. Research Question
GUIDE: Write one primary research question (and up to two secondary questions) as direct questions ending in a question mark. Each should isolate the key concepts, variables, geographic scope, and time frame you identified from your topic.
Click here and type your text.
4. Research Objectives
GUIDE: List 2–4 objectives in bullet points. Each must start with a measurable action verb (identify, analyze, examine, evaluate, compare, assess, determine) and focus on a single, specific, achievable purpose — avoid vague objectives like "to learn about X."
Click here and type your text.
5. Research Aims / Target
GUIDE: One comprehensive statement, 10–35 words. Use the formula: "This research aims to + academic verb + topic + target population."
Click here and type your text.
6. Hypothesis
GUIDE: 10–35 words, written as a statement (not a question). First identify your independent variable (the influencing factor) and dependent variable (the outcome), then predict their relationship with brief theoretical reasoning. State it as your alternative hypothesis (H₁).
Click here and type your text.
7. Research Background [Type here: The Problem Title]
GUIDE: 100–200 words, one comprehensive paragraph. Move through four steps: general context → narrow to the specific issue → explain why it matters (with facts/statistics if possible) → lead into your research problem and question. Do not summarize academic studies here — that belongs in the Literature Review.
Click here and type your text.
8. Literature Review
GUIDE: 200 words minimum. Follow the synthesis formula: Agreement (cite 2 sources that support a similar finding) → Disagreement (cite 1–2 sources with a conflicting view) → Gap (state what's missing in the literature) → Purpose (state that this study addresses that gap). Compare and synthesize sources — don't summarize them one by one.
Click here and type your text.
9. Theoretical Framework: [Type here: The Theory name]
GUIDE: 300–800 words. Use the formula: Theory (tested & proven) + Key Concepts + Definitions + Relationships between them. Open by naming your theory and why it fits; you may use the template "This study is guided by [Theory Name], which explains [phenomenon] by showing how [Concept A] relates to [Concept B]." Define every term, show a clear domain, and end with what the theory predicts.
Click here and type your text.
10. Research Methodology
GUIDE: 400–800 words. Structure it in three parts regardless of quantitative or qualitative approach: Methods (how you collected/analyzed data — software, variables, sample, tests, or interview/case logistics), Results (what you found — stats, values, or key quotes/evidence), Discussion (why it matters — interpret without repeating numbers).
[Type here: an introductory sentences (2-3 sentences) for your research methodology, transitioning for the three upcoming section]
10.1 Methods 
Click here and type your text.
10.2 Results 
Click here and type your text.
10.1 Discussion 
Click here and type your text.
11. Conclusion
GUIDE: 200–500 words, exactly three paragraphs, one job each: (1) restate topic, question, and theoretical framework + why it matters; (2) summarize key findings and state whether they support, partially support, or contradict your objectives/hypothesis; (3) acknowledge 1–2 honest limitations and recommend future research. Formula: Conclusion = (Topic + Theory) + (Findings vs. Objectives) + (Limitations + Recommendations).
Click here and type your text.
12. References List
GUIDE: APA7 format, alphabetized by author's last name, hanging indent, every entry clickable. Format: Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume(issue), pages. DOI. In-text: (Author, Date) or (Author, Date, p. X).
Click here and type your text.
In-Text Citations on This Page: (list sources cited above, in order. Highlight each and press Ctrl+K to link its DOI/URL)
Example: (Huntington, 1996)  [replace with your own citation + link]
STEM MUN Political Science Journal | Page 3 of 3
